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Workshop 
agenda

Outline

Welcome and introduction

High level introduction to IIIF

Workshop activities 
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https://imc-leeds-2025
.pages.dev/
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Working with 
digitised 
Medieval 
Manuscripts

Use case examples



Analysis
As part of your work in research, study, 
education or public engagement, you may 
want to:

● View a specific manuscript
● Identify specific detail(s) or 

example(s)
● Transcribe sections of the text
● Annotate elements of the 

manuscript
● Capture or share examples for use
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Close inspection



Video introducing viewing manuscript
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1DF0jV1IJ_9ceLzZM0vXKYRAAFmieN5H1/preview
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A brief 
introduction 
to IIIF

What is IIIF?
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What is IIIF?

Usually pronounced…

“Triple Eye Eff”
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What is IIIF?

the…

International…
Image*...
Interoperability…
Framework…



How Does It Work?



Two core APIs

Presentation API: Just enough 
metadata to drive a remote 
viewing experience

Image API: “Get pixels” via a 

simple, RESTful, web service
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What is IIIF?

https://iiif.library.leeds.ac.uk/image/v2/nb5fj4k4_objects_37270
5_001.tif/full/1024,/0/default.jpg

Image API provides a standard route to access and interact with 
images:

● Image Identifier (URL)
● Region
● Size
● Rotation
● Quality
● Format



Video demoing the image scaling
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1vdpKgxX1BL8IPLF5YzcQbEODQ0N2IJ_1/preview


Comparative 
Analysis
As part of your work in research, study, 
education or public engagement you may 
need to:

● Compare differing versions of the 
same manuscript

● Assess different interpretations 
across different manuscripts

● Recreate full pages of a manuscript 
reuniting missing elements
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Comparison



Video demoing Mirador comparison
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1O0c7Syn2BTFmOTYn7yRFH-V1Lnnxc6X9/preview


16

Before IIIF - Siloes and Snowflakes

Grain elevators, Caldwell, Idaho, by Lee Russell, 1941.
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/fsac.1a34206/      
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chateauroux.mp4

https://docs.google.com/file/d/11RvklvCUM-KcLBqNbmvIdh3UpIZFopOB/preview
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Descriptive Semantics and Presentation Semantics
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A IIIF Manifest is the unit of distribution

A manuscript. 
A painting. 
A book. 
A sculpture. 
An opera. 
A long-playing record. 
A film. 
A map. 
An aural history field recording. 
A videocassette of a public information film. 
A laboratory notebook. 
A diary.

A manifest is what you open in your player/viewer/annotation 
workbench
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IIIF Manifests

And what’s a IIIF Manifest?

It’s a document for presenting digital objects
(not describing them)

It’s also JSON - nice for developers. 

It’s also linked data - nice for semantic web enthusiasts.

IIIF is driven by cultural heritage use cases, but not limited to them
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What is IIIF?

By publishing a manifest, you publish a list of one or more 
abstract extents to the web, which you can paint content on via 
annotation.

Other people can make statements about - annotate - these extents 
too.
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A Manifest is a document with one or more canvases



Video demoing creation of a manifest
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1E_IC5_ts-EgCYo0DMTxCQcCVhVZEgjCM/preview


Image + Presentation = Object



Create engaging 
presentation(s)
To support the presentation of the results 
of your work, or to engage with your 
students or a wider audience:

● Include specific image details in a 
blog post or website

● Curate a selection of digitised 
material to share 

● Create an engaging exhibition that 
showcases the material and your 
work
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Presentation, engagement



Video demoing Mirador comparison
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Video demoing Mirador comparison
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Saying things with annotations

•Why is this object in the exhibition?
•Here is a blog post about this painting
•There’s no video available here, but this is the screenplay for this missing 20 
minutes of The Magnificent Ambersons
•…and here are some production stills for 49m23s-51m17s

•“Tourteletes in fryture” means “Small fig pies basted with honey”
•Here is the curator’s essay for this collection
•Here is a transcription of this letter
•Here is an article about this correspondence
•These four engravings are all views from this location
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ocean_liners_on_va_page.mp4

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1U76Gp4V6-Wq0zKtBRrTBc0bJimYA7yYu/preview


30

ocean_liners_on_canvas_panel.mp4

https://docs.google.com/file/d/11D4ggaBAQDuRTWJXe709LXRBl-FmKU_o/preview


Video demoing creation of a manifest
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/18kTULqlrRvRGmcvVXC_f8NILhCy91vKB/preview
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IIIF Activities

IMC 2025



Video demoing creation of a manifest
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1IFeLtzOWo4NS0ZEQvsgSihWlushfxC3K/preview
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Further IIIF 
context

IMC 2025



What are the contexts where IIIF is used?
● Libraries (small libraries up to national libraries)

● Museum (curatorial, education, etc.)

● Scholarship and research

● Teaching and instruction (Secondary and above)

● Digital humanities projects

● AI/machine learning projects

● STEM -- bio imaging, life sciences, etc.

● … and many more!

Where IIIF is used
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IIIF Community & Consortium
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More than standards



IIIF Community Groups

● 3D
● AI/ML
● Audio/Visual
● Education
● Maps
● Museums
● Outreach

http://iiif.io/community/groups

Some current community groups
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http://iiif.io/community/groups


Thank you!

https://digirati.com

contact@digirati.com

https://digirati.com

